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n.lnlilil) puzrlcd over Ihe whole t'otng, If
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r tun! It'a prnclk'ully known that hie

daughter preiidoi over uii bouieholdl I

im. underetand it it ' didn't know that
II 11 rr en rii is roall afraid of nothing. IfVbera

is Hie limn with the live thousand, pleked

up .it Ma! Wini waa ilia reoaon fur fonea
rirrying thai h.. oul in broad daylight!
W ii. is the niiap watching ncroaa the itreatf
Kniiipliiiii'i I in my aoul if I have
nne! I linl Unweave la playing ua,

pluyingl Well.' :niiL'i.i tin half ronaumed
, imir into the arate, " th Dlark Hundred nl

" mi rmiitlj what file Intended ua to

lr They wrutu you down in the book n a

beautiful l. il. with a crooked mind. They

wrote me down na the devil, do d lo roam

Why, yea I'm not Ibe kiml chap in
diii ii. bed, Burroiudcd by Ihe weeping meal"
In r ol the family, doctor, nurse, ami priest.

I'm a icoundrul; bul u una this aoving irac;,
enjoy being a neounJrcl Now, I'm going

up I.- the flub. There'a uetliing like n game

ol billiard or cbeaa in imootfa thai wrlnklt
wbieli eaoini to w- rry you."

in ibe great newspaper ofQcc there urn )

mighty racket. Midnight alwaya tneana pan-diin-

mm in the city room if 11 metropolitan
daily t'opj bus were rnantng to and fro,

tigers ami printrra 'iih atk'ki gulleya

in Ibeir liiimN; ie I,. it is were banging nway

n: their typewriters, and Intermingling yon

,. uld lienr il e ceaselena clieketj click Iron the

'I in- mnnaging editor came out ol bla

nml approached the dee' ol the tii'ht eity

Kdlti ial page gone don nl "

"Twenty minutes ago," aild ibe nlgbl lty

editor.
I stinted n stick on thai I'anama rumpua.''

" Too late."
i. re s .1 mi Norton ! "

" At the chamber of mmei banquet. The

uiajoi is going to thro a bomb into ibe
, acuiy'i camp."

"Nothing on the Uargreav aiuff?"
"No Queaa I'd better pat that la the

ei bby bole. I le'i di ad."
" Nn will fottlld yet I '

V t n piece n big n n n':igf stump''
'That will leave the girl In u tough placa.

No will, nn birth eertlfksitai and worst 'f all,

ti photograph ol th, old nan blmaelf. I don't
e. why Jim atdeatepped Iii affair, lie the

oalj mnii m town who knew anything about

llargfeave."
lb- hasn't give, ! up; but ha wasrta la

rover it nn bis own, tarn the yam over when

bf's gnt it. ao falsi- alaitna."
Ah : Bo that's the gamtl "

"s and Jim i the snrt every paper

need When the tune oranea the atory turns
up, if there u ana. l!w na la bow, Loon
lit.- an ucti r in the fourth ad at a drama,
tiraal Linking ebiip. though."

Nnrt m cams in i the onter gates lie
wis iii inning clothes, top it A d. ad

cigar, t dangled between bis lips

ll. iw much do J in wantl " nskni the night

city editor
'" I nl'imti nn a linlf "

" ( iff with your glad ri ra ' "
"Anything g IV" iked In managlni O"

iter
11 ..1 baa beea bmir d an liaht .So

-

wlni in any restaurant after I o'clock Tbers'B
b) u roundup ol every gunman m town."

lood w ni k Uo to it."
it was o'clock r.'ben Norton turned in

his Ural she"! nl cop) and started for home,

.lusi outside iim entranci in tin- building
man with a slouch bat drawn down over his
eyea stepped forward.

Mr Norton"
" V"s." Norton stepped bai k suapicloualy.
Th" ntber chuckled, raiaed nnd lowered his

bat awiftly,

"ttaod Lord!" muranuMd the reporter.
Will you lake a ride with ma in n lasiT"

'Ail the way i" Byracuae, if you sny ao,
W ell. I'll be tinker damned I "

Nn names, please ! "

What timk place in that talicab nns never
gtncrally knaam, Hut it 10 o'clock ihe geat
aiorniag Norton surprised the almator Iwy
by going nut. Vi.rtnn proceeded downtown to
the National bank, when be depeallad 15.00
in bills of large denosalnatioM The teller
bad Mime diOculty in couuting thasa. They
stink together and retained the s.xiden

of aej recently aubmcrgej ia
water.

Florence waa delighted rt the ilea of a
reach tag party. Oftaa during liar scim.il
giii daya aha bnd seen tin- - taabioaabla
coachea go careening along the r I. with the
aharn, dear note "f tin. bngla rising abora
tin thunder nf hoof, and rultlmg nf wheels.

Iones wag net enthusiastic ! initio was he

ti killjoy.

"Hut yon are fn go ninng. too," sail
Florence.

1. Miss P1orenoatM

"The countesi Invited you especially. Ton
ill go with smper."

Ah. in d capacity na butler, eery goag,
Mis- - Floreoce." To bet be gave no sign nf
ins aei mi satisfaction.

Tiie bOW U filed, nui. the sat party
bowled away Taey wound in ami out ,,f the
Strcela tow atsl the country to the crn-- of

the Whip nnd the blare of the horn.
Hon tier's Mtjaytaent Weald hnve Iwn prr-fe- d

had I i. t l., rn fm the absence if
Norton tt hain't h. kajeg iuv itinl ? She
did not si Iarea use me did not rare to lis- -

'! 1: less hrr iiitercst lu the re--

p rti Pbej wre naarlan ti e aaarht f the

city, vbM Ibi ocmofa forcni in tnkp

ibarp turn to ivoM tt tutonobiU In iroubli.
'i in- mini puttering it tbi vnyliia raiMd I'ii

hi4 it ni Nortuiii null Clortnm vuncJ

hit i. nn I Iforouily.
'A BOldllai Ptrt'," I"' ii i.riiinriil ; "and

four Tin if fusei wm not lnvitd! rtif
'll!" Mr Itufbod, umi inddMly ttm tofl"
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trouble, rljrhted .1. und nei off for tb Mm

IMftM bania II- - f" tud Huiuu tud boobirdd
lu-- uili QUagtlofi bieb to Humiii illBMwIti

l i' t u M1I11 v if r II upon tile roofi
" So Jniii"! R nit lloUil I "

"In bli oapmllf nf butler nnU."
Norton umiui. " wvu, I'll tulti 1 Jturt

(mi tbojf mjclf, ,i mi- lum t tiie lo-
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Hbat a plennnuti iffable youi : n.nn l

fin.-.- iiiimtiit Buiin 111 ibe wati.-bo- bin
jimii Into tlin 'in1 nnd so Bring up t,!' itrnnt

i n.'H iis 11 k il.'iil inrpritod when

Norton turned "i "t lb oH (Jbllton im.nur.
" MVbit ninde rou oomo inn- ilreined like

tbii?" tin butler l nmndnA
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"I'm u suipieioui dofTir; maybi tbat's ihi
teaaoo."

"Pit you kuow anything?"
" Well im. 1 cao'l my that I do. But,

bang it, I just 'ml tn coma out beta."
"Maybe it's just us well you did." laid

Jones u lily.
" I kuow this place. The housekeeper used

t bt 1111 nuiae, ami It abe ia still nn tbe
Job 'he may be nf service tn is. j'ou iluu't
ihiuk they'll Question or w guise me';"

' Hardly, i ll put in a won! to) you. I'll
in,! I sent for you. aot knowing if wa bad
enough sen lints 'n lake ' lire of (La

luncheon"
"And linn i ll go and hunt up Meg''
Sure enough, bla old mine was Hill lo

change Of the house, and w ben hrr "baby"
disclosed bis Identity she all but fell upon

bis neck.

"Hut i.at are you doing here, dressed up

as a eraiter i
"It'a n little .eerct, Meg. wasn't In-

vited, and tbe truth is I'm n-r- desperately

in love with loe young lady in wheal honor

tlin com lung party is being given. And

. . . mahe she's in danger."

"Itanferl What snout I"
" The Lord only knowa. Hut hoiv me

Iboat the bouse. I've got here in ao

leap. I've forgotten the tun of it. 1 renoem

bcr one root! with the sure', panel and nn

etaer with a painting that turned. Dure
they ensaged than I "

"No; it ia IttSt the same lore la it used
to be. i 'nine along and I'll show you."

Norton leaped ed ihe nojm oara fully,
Blowing away in his mind firry detail. lie
might be worrying about othirg j but so

many strange tilings had happened tnnt it
was better to !' on the side of caution than
on the side of an linam s He left the
house and ran n ns Jones carry iug i. bnsket
of nine.

"Her.', Norton; take ibis to the party. I

nat t tn r nonitrr."
' All right, n'lud! Sny, .Irnia, bow tuueh

do you talnk I'd earn nt this job':" comically,

"let along with you, Mr Norton. It
may bg tbe time to Is'ili, and then If niny
not."

" I'm going back Into the lmur and hi la

behind n aecre: BBJagL I've got my revolver.
Von go to the Mantes nnd tnke n try at my

1

couuteea in tins I

"Leave thai t" me, Mi Vortoti," mid t'1

In. tier wiib his grim loilla, " H-- h. ibey

tire moving bgch tonuid ihe house,"

s.i Norton carried Ihe basket ground lo th

lawn, where II was taken from bla bandi by

tin- regular servant lie sighed ua be law
l imi mi-- laughing nml canting with wag
who una n stranger and Whom lie h aul n

as eoUttt, Some frieid of the OOUl toss,

im doubt, VVbire wa.. nil '.his taugli goim
' end': lie wished lis knew. An who I II

ygrn he was giing to write some day.' It

would be road Ilka ana uf Oaborlau'i taleg.

lie it.rnad iway tn rvundor Idly about tbe
grounds, when beyond a riump of oedara ba

law three or four met ivorslng lowly, lis
gnt iin near :.s posalhle, f'r when three ir
four u eu put tbout In uiIh together mid
whisper animiitodly, i usuully mean n poker
game oi soiuethlng worm, lie .aught n

phrase or two as it eauu il iwn the Wind, nn I

then bo knew that the vague mapicioni thai
bad brought bim ut In re bad beet) sit in

motion by (ale, He beard " Florence " and
"the old drawing room"! Ihal waa
euuiigh.

lie scurried about fnr Jones, It wai pure
hull tlmt tic had I. ad old Meg iboW 1. nl

through Ihe bouse, otherwise be would hnr
forgotten nil about the lecrol panel In the
wnll nnd Ibe painting .line's abruggej
resignedly. Wen- thega men ,,: the couotosa'
party T( Norton nouldn't sny.

Noiton made Ins hiding place In sn.'e'y;
and by nml by In-- could bear the inn-
ing about in II a room. Then all aouudi
cense.l fur n while. Norton strained bis Mt
Bgaiml the panel. A door Cloaed sharply.

" No; lu re rou must stay, young la ly."
sai l n nian'i voice.

"What do you mean, sir?" demanded the
beloved voice.

"It tnuana that no one will return lo Ibil
loom and that you will not be milae '

..ni l

it is t. i late."
Tin- sound of voices Mopped abruptly, nod

something like scuffing eusued. Later Nor-

ton beard the back of a lm i r strike the
pnm-- an some one Ml heavily upon it. lie
Waited perhaps tii inules; then be ginily

Ini back the anel. l''lorouce sat bound and
giisged IH..C i bli very eyes! It was but the

wort of a momoul lo liberate her.
" It is , Jim. I in let apeak or make ihe

hast niise. PolloW inc."

Greatly aitonisbed, Florence obeyed; and
the pn m l slipped back into pliu-r- 1'he room
be) Ind the seen t panel had barred windows
'I'o Klorencsis it appeared to be prison.

"How did yon get here?" she nskel
breathlessly.

"Something r me t, follow you. And
lonietning is always going to tell mo in fol-

low you, Florence."
She pressed bis baud. It WHS III hei II,

if one nt those book lieroos bnd stepped oat
ol n In 'ok ; only book heroei alwaya bnd

fortunes nnd did imt have to work for
a living Oddly enough, she wa- - not afraid.

'Win. was the ma. f" be Baked.

"The Count ' irfil.lt. Si, me one tins iiu- -

poeed upon the countoaa'
"In jne think ao y with n itrange look

iu bin eyes.

What do you mean?"
" Nothil i jut BOW. The idea Is In get

out of here just ns quickly as we "an. See
ibis painting'.'" He touched n spot ,,i t tie

Wall and the painting slowly swung oul like
a door. "Conn e make our eacaia la 'he
aide lawn from lure."

At the stable they were confronted with
the knowledge that Norton's- ear was ul of
conniaaion! Jonea could do nothing with it.
Thou Norton lOggeeted that he nuiko an ef-

fort to commandeer ibe limousi m of the co n

less, but there were nun nluot, io Hie e

waa out of the quest! m

"Horaaar1 wiuapered Jonea. "Then-
several saddle burses, already saddled Bow
about these people, the owners',"

"), they ate beyond reproach, Thej bare
douhtkess been imposed ipoa, But It ;ct
aboard first. There will be t ine lo talk
Inter. I'll bare lo do siime eiplaiuiug, tak-
ing thaaa units .IT like this. We won'l have
to ride oat in front where the pnnirkcis nre.
There's ii lane back of the slnhln, nml a
slight detour bring! us baek into the aaala
road."

Tnc throe BMMUtad inl "Intt.red aw.iv.
To Florence it bad the air ,,f n prank She
was beginning tn bine Back rMnMeOce in
these two Inventive men that she Mt a, if
ibe was BOVOf going t,. I.. afraid any more.

Whee the Oranteaa t'lgn fbw the itiree
nurses it was an effort imt to ly Into a rage.
Hut secretly she warned her people, who
preoaatly av, chnse In tiie Innouahie, while
she prattled and jested ind laugfaed with ber
company, wim were unite unaware that n

drama waa liing ,t.aet,-,- right under their
very nosea. The "ountess, while abe tinted
BUperbly, tore her kandknrcbief into i,, ,j

inhere was Boaetbiug iluietet In tbe way all
their plans fill Ibroaffd It the verj moment
of oonatt intuition i nnd that night sn, deter-
mined o limine lo withdrew from Una
warfare, which gradually decimated their
numbers witlni.it getting them anywhere lo-t- i

ard toe goal.

Joins shouted that the limoualne wn tear-
ing down the road. Something must i.,, ,,,ae
to stop it. II" lUggeatcd that he drop d,

leave his bone, and take a afaance nt
iM.tting a tire from the ahnthhary at tne
roadside.

"Keep going. Den't itop, Norton, till you
are bark iu (own, 11 BUUMtga to lake goo I

care of ni) self."
(To be cnminuel")


